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New FIP drug is a feline lifesaver

NEWSLETTER OF THE ANIMAL PROTECTIVE LEAGUE OF SPRINGFIELD AND SANGAMON COUNTY

By Evelyn Taylor

Jenny arrived at APL in 
July 2024 at just one 
month old. The kitten was 
unbothered by her mis-
matched eyes, but she had 
persistent upper respiratory 
issues for months preceding 
the diagnosis of FIP. 
Treatment with molnupi-
ravir began in late 
November and concluded 
February 12. A day later, 
she was adopted to the fos-
ter caretaker who had seen 
her through FIP treatment.

If you’ve known the heartbreak of watch- 
   ing helplessly while your young cat  

died of FIP, there’s not just hope but a new, 
proven treatment for the nearly always  
fatal ailment. 

FIP—feline infectious peritonitis—was 
once a death sentence for young cats. With 
no treatment available in the United 
States, desperate owners turned to the 
black market to purchase a drug pri-
marily manufactured in China and 
available overseas for $1,000 or more. 

Much to the relief of cat lovers, the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration approved 
the use of lifesaving GS-441524 in 2024, 
paving the way for veterinarians to legally 
prescribe the drug beginning June 1, 2024.  
A second drug, molnupiravir, has become 
available since then, and though it doesn’t 
have 100% approval by the FDA at this time,  
it may be used legally. 

      
What is FIP? It’s a disease triggered by a  

virus in cats that sickens only some cats with 
upper respiratory or digestive issues. But in some 
cases, the virus mutates and is carried throughout 
the body by white cells causing any number of 
symptoms, including weight loss, lethargy, and 
fever. Approximately 5% of cats—especially those 
younger than two years or already suffering from  

a chronic disease—will develop FIP. Scientists are 
working on a diagnostic test for FIP, but none  
currently exists. The disease is typically diagnosed 
only after all other ailments have been eliminated.  

      
Early treatment for FIP was administered by 

injection, but the approved formulation in the 
United States is in pill form. Patients are dosed 

twice a day for 42 or 84 days, 
with studies showing that 42 days 
may be just as effective as 84. 
And, with US manufacturers 
and suppliers now supplying 
GS-441524, the cost is now  

in the hundreds of dollars. 
Sadly, not all cats 

respond to treat-
ment, but  
current studies 
estimate that 
85% of cats 
treated with 
the drug are 
healthy three 
years later.   

Studies 
of the new 

drug are 
ongoing, with 

researchers assessing 

Continued on page 3

Jenny, photographed in June, is now a lovely, healthy adult cat.

Kittens 
Kittens 
Kittens  
[12 ]  

Be a  
Pen Pal! 
[14 ] 

A note from the editors:  Our printer—BOPI—made us an offer too 
good to refuse: printing Tales from the Furside in color for the same 
cost as the two colors we’ve used for many years. It’s kind of a big deal, 
but most important is reassuring APL supporters that we continue to 
spend your donations wisely. We hope you enjoy the new look.
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We often hear news reports 
about the growing num-

ber of animals, both domestic 
and wild, who need our help  
just to survive, let alone thrive. 
Providing food, sometimes  
medical care, shelter, protection 
from pain as well as having caring 

people help with additional needs both large and 
small, is important.  

      
Doing even little things can make a big  

difference in the life and health of an animal.  
Here are some simple ways you can help dogs,  
cats, and wildlife in your community: 

      
Keep your pets indoors or behind secured 

fences. Walk dogs (and cats!) on a leash when out-
doors. An unexpected encounter with an unteth-
ered dog or a wild animal is risky. 

      
Make sure your pets are spayed and neutered, 

and encourage others to do the same. 

      
“Rewild” your garden. Plant native plants like 

milkweed to help pollinators and butterflies.  

      
Reduce or eliminate pesticides used for lawn 

care. In the fall, resist the urge to clear your yard  
of leaves and spent plants, which may provide food 
and shelter for wildlife.   

      
Make a compost pile. Compost is a food 

source and habitat for your outdoor friends,  
and it enriches the soil. 

      
Enjoy wildlife from a distance. But should  

you encounter a wild animal in distress, call a 
wildlife rehabber before attempting to handle it  
on your own. 

      
Clean your bird feeders to help prevent the 

spread of disease. 

      
Provide clean water in all seasons, especially  

in the summer, and use heated bowls in the winter.  

      
If there are stray and feral cats in your neigh-

borhood, ensure that they are spayed or neutered, 
whether you feed them or not. Encourage your 
neighbors to do likewise. 

      
Do not feed feral cats at night as it encourages 

wildlife to feed as well. 

      
If there are free-roaming cats in your  

neighborhoods, set out feral cat houses in the  
winter. APL often offers them for free, and there 
are instructions on the internet for making warm, 
inexpensive, shelters. 

      
It is easy to feel overwhelmed by the number 

of animals who need assistance. But changing our 
view from what we can’t do, to what we can do,  
is a life-giving choice. Making the plight of all  
animals a priority ultimately will create a different 
world for them. 

  

 
       Richard L. Speck, DVM 
       President
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PRESIDENT’SCOMMENTS

APL RESPECTS PRIVACY 
It is the policy of the Animal 

Protective League of 
Springfield and Sangamon 

County to respect the privacy 
of its members and donors.  

While the organization 
receives requests from time to 
time to share or sell its mail-
ing list, the APL board has 

made it a policy not to sell or 
share its mailing list with  

anyone. Although funding is 
always a concern, the privacy 
of friends of APL is of greater 
importance to the organiza-

tion and its leadership.

Dr. Richard Speck

APL’s Mission 
The Animal Protective League is dedicated  

to caring for ill, injured and abused  
homeless animals and coordinating the  

adoption of those animals by responsible  
pet owners; it further is committed to  

ending companion animal overpopulation  
by offering high-quality, low-cost  

spay/neuter services.

APL SPENDS YOUR MONEY WISELY
98¢

95% 
Medical supplies, food, 

daily care, vaccines, 
spay/neuter, 

veterinary care

5% 
Government-required 
annual audit, utilities, 

phone, insurance

95¢ of every $1.00 received in  
unrestricted contributions goes directly  

to program support 

Dr. Speck  
honored 

Our own spay/neuter 
veterinarian Dr. Speck 

was chosen to throw the 
first pitch of the season 

at the home-opener 
of the Springfield 

Horseshoes in honor of 
his military service and 

community commit-
ment. Speck served in 

the elite 82nd Airborne 
division of the US 

Army in the  
early 1970s.
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the long-term impact of treatment. Still, at this 
point, GS-441524 may rightfully be called the  
miracle treatment for FIP.   
 
Miracle Kitten Survives FIP  
One year ago, the prognosis for five-month-old 
Jenny surviving FIP was extremely poor. She 
arrived as a stray at our shelter on July 28, 2024. 
At just four weeks old, the kitten appeared normal 
except for one small eye. However, during Jenny’s 
spay surgery, clinic veterinarian Dr. Richard Speck 
observed that her chubby belly was not pleasantly 
fat but rather filled with fluid—a hallmark of FIP. 

      
Fortunately, Jenny was diagnosed early, before 

experiencing significant debilitation from the  
disease. Importantly, molnupiravir— 
was available in liquid form and at 
two-thirds the 
cost. Similar to 
GS-441524, mol-
nupiravir has been 
used successfully to 
treat FIP in 
Australia, 
Asia, and 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Europe in cases where GS-441524 was not effective. 
      Jenny—originally named Mercedes—began  
a 60-day course of treatment on December 14. 
Twice daily, she received the liquid form of the 
antiviral drug, with the dose tapered towards  
the end of her treatment.  
      Jenny recovered fully in February 2025 and 
was adopted by the staff member who fostered her 
during treatment. Brian renamed her Jenny, after 
the only known cat on the ill-fated ocean liner 
Titanic. But the “new” Jenny sailed through treat-
ment and is now living her best life with Brian. 

Multiple scientific 
studies have shown 
the effectiveness of 
molnupiravir as a 
treatment for FIP.

New drug is a feline lifesaver continued from cover

Two can play that game . . . 
and so can four or five! 
Playgroups at APL’s shelter continue to provide 
opportunities for socialization and exercise. Dogs 
are carefully selected for the playgroups, and they 
are observed while together for their safety and  
to identify the ways they engage with other dogs. 

Their behaviors are recorded in such brief notes as: Mia  
is “dog tolerant, some push but minimal, prefers being 
chased,” Buster was rough and rowdy with some push and 
pull, and Mack avoided the other dog, and stayed near  
the gate.  Such observations can help potential adopters 
determine which dogs are a good fit for their lifestyle. 

           Five-year-old Tom Tom  
       finished treatment for FIV  
  in June 2025. He received oral  
 molnupiravir twice a day for  
35 days.    

TAILS FROM THE FURSIDE / SUMMER 2025

Newly  

available drugs—

GS-441524 and 

molnupiravir—

are saving the 

lives of cats  

with FIP. 

Frontiers in Veterinary Science published July 2024
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 Reflections of the  

It’s summer, the busiest time  
  of year for animal shelters, 

and APL’s is no exception. Every 
day, we are asked to take animals 
that owners no longer can keep, 
stray dogs with no identification, 
as well as cats and dogs that are 
sick or injured. Kittens arrive 
singly or in litters—the lucky 
ones with their mothers—from 
animal controls and the public. 

       
We are so appreciative of 

those who make it their personal 
mission to find good homes for 
the strays they take in because 
APL simply doesn’t have the 
capacity to take every cat and 

dog presented to us. 
We wish we could.  
But taking every animal 
would quickly over-
crowd our shelter,  
overwhelm our ability 
to care for them, and 
compromise our  
mission of rescuing 
unowned, sick, and 
injured cats and dogs 

     
So, what does APL 

do to help? While we 
continue to take in 
sick, injured, and 
homeless animals, we 
are expanding support 
programs to help pet 
owners keep their pets. 

       
The need for free pet food 

has never been greater. We have 
been able to provide it for cats 
and dogs whose owners cannot 
afford it through generous grants 
from the Springfield Rotary 
Foundation and four funds at the 
Community Foundation for the 
Land of Lincoln—King's 
Daughters Organization Fund, 
Butler Community Endowment 
Fund, Dave Clinard & Dana 
Shanholtzer Fund, and an  

anonymous donor. Unfortunately, 
demand continues to outstrip  
our supply, and currently we  
are looking for other ways to 
finance the food bank. Donations 
of dry pet food, as well as dona-
tions to purchase food, are  
greatly appreciated.  

       
With an animal’s behavior 

an often-cited reason for return-
ing it to our shelter, we work 
with owners on training strate-
gies. When an owner contacts us 
with the intent of surrendering a 
dog, we offer access (APL covers 
the cost) to the Good Pup app. 
Good Pup connects the user to a 
certified dog trainer who creates 
an individualized training pro-
gram and provides one-on-one 
coaching to implement the plan. 
Our knowledgeable staff and  
veteran cat owners provide advice 
on such common issues as litter-
box avoidance and scratching.  

       
We work to keep pets 

healthy. Unvaccinated cats and 
dogs are susceptible to diseases 
that cost far more to treat than 
prevent. At our monthly low-cost 
clinics, staff veterinarians admin-
ister vaccines at reduced cost. 
Check out the clinic page on our 
website at www.apl-shelter.org for 
more information about upcom-
ing vaccine clinic dates.   

       
APL also works to find tem-

porary homes for pets when their 
owners are facing temporary 
housing, health, or safety issues.  
Those fearing that their pet will 
be abused when a relationship 
ends can turn to APL to find  
a foster home until owner and  
pet can be reunited. 

       
What if you can no longer 

keep a pet? Cats and dogs accus-
tomed to living in homes may 
find shelters particularly stressful.  

Re-homing them yourself is  
better for them and allows us to 
focus our resources on unowned, 
sick, and injured cats and dogs.  
Check out our website, www. 
apl-shelter.org/rehome-your-pet 
for links to websites that provide 
free community listings of pets 
needing new homes.  Spread the 
word. Enlist the help of friends 
and family, post flyers in public 
spaces and in your veterinarian’s 
office, and share on social media.  
       Summer is also a good time 
to foster APL animals. Warm 
weather brings a glut of kittens 
with needs ranging from bottle-
feeding to simply a safe, loving 
place where they can grow to a 
healthy, adoptable size. Fostering 
is a great way to encourage 
responsibility and the develop-
ment of empathy in children.  

       
Foster homes are needed 

year-round for a variety of rea-
sons. Some cats and dogs need a 
place to recover from sickness or 
injury, or just a quiet place where 
they can relax and learn to trust 
people. Fostering also makes  
it possible for APL to help  
more animals.  

       
Let me assure you that we  

at APL are doing our best to 
meet the needs of animals—
owned and unowned—and  
the people who love them.  
Still, please, if you can help  
a cat or dog that isn’t yours or 
lend a hand to someone who 
needs help, I hope you will.  
 
Interested in saving  
lives by fostering? Email  
aplfoster@apl-shelter.org.  
Foster coordinator Leah will  
be happy to hear from you. 

EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR
We can’t do everything, but we can do a lot 

Deana with Mayhem, 
a current office cat 

Everyone can use a little help 
now and then. APL helps 
people and the animals they 
love by providing pet food  
for cats and dogs when times 
are tough. 
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Thanks to you, we received a truckload  
of free kitty litter!

APL cats don’t care where their kitty litter 
comes from, but we do! On June 16, 2025, 
we took delivery of a truckload of kitty lit-
ter—enough to last as long as six months! 
We got it for free, thanks to all of you who 
named APL as your favorite shelter! 

      
The litter—15 pallets of it, weighing 

30,420 pounds —was courtesy of Cat’s 
Pride, which distributes free kitty litter to 
shelters like APL’s based on the number of 
nominations (votes) received online at www. 
catspride.com/litterforgood. The voting is 
ongoing, so even if you’ve identified APL  
as your favorite shelter, you may do so again. 

      
Sign-up takes only a few minutes. There  

is no obligation, and if you don’t want to receive 
marketing emails (coupons, updates, and cat tips), 
you may opt out. 

      
Please spread the word. Each person in your 

household may vote. Enlist your friends. Share on 

social media. Tell them that money we don’t spend 
on kitty litter can be used for lifesaving veterinary 
care. Register at www.catspride.com/litterforgood. 
Thank you! 

New board members elected

What do a retired physician, an accountant, 
and a foodbank manager have in common? 

They are among seven new members of APL’s 
board of directors. Their approval at a July 30 
meeting expands the board to thirteen volunteers 
who oversee the governance of the organization. 
 Of course, the new members are animal-lovers. 
They also bring a wide range of expertise and  
interests that intersect with APL’s needs as we  
plan for the future. 
 
Mary Bretscher, Retired physician 
Ethan Crain, Environmental Protection Specialist, 
      Illinois EPA 
Connor Etheridge, Commercial Banking, 
      Hickory Point Bank 
Sarah Hammond, Senior Accountant, Sikich LLC 
Tracye O’Connor, Retired human resources  
      professional 
Karen Sanders, Vice-President, Advancement/LLCC 
      Foundation Executive Director 
Karleen Wagoner, Food Acquisition Manager, 
      Central Illinois Foodbank 
 

The board is responsible for overseeing APL’s  
mission, strategy, finances, and operations. All are 
committed to APL’s success and growth. As with 
most boards, ours is not involved in day-to-day 
operations, which are overseen by the executive 
director and program managers. And though their 
volunteer roles do not require hands-on work in 
the clinic and shelter, they may well choose to  
perform tasks typical of our volunteers.  

      
Expanding the board follows a lengthy review 

and updating of APL’s bylaws, essentially rules and 
procedures establishing a structure for the organiza-
tion, supporting smooth operations, and ensuring 
legal compliance for not-for-profits. Importantly, 
the revised bylaws include the processes by which 
board members are added and retired when terms 
are completed. 

      
Additional board members will be elected to 

fill two remaining seats, bringing the total number 
to fifteen.

APL received a free truckload of kitty litter from Cat’s Pride on  
June 16, 2025. It’s a lot of litter, but it won’t last forever. Please 
continue to vote for APL at www.catspride.com/litterforgood

Adopted in  
July 2025

Bruno

Patsy

King George

Caramel
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Does your dog have an hourglass figure? He 
should, says APL shelter veterinarian Cathy 

Best. So should cats. Healthy cats and dogs have  
a waist when viewed from above, as well 
as easily felt ribs, spine, and hip bones 
under a modest layer of fat. What helps 
keep cats and dogs (and other animals)  
at a healthy weight? A consistent diet of 
appropriate food and adequate exercise.   

Advertisers would have us believe 
that we are failing our pets if we aren’t 
feeding them “all natural,” “fresh,” and 
“grain-free” (read more expensive) foods. 
Brands heavily advertised on television 
are not necessary to maintain a dog or 
cat’s health. What matters most  

is that food is “complete,” and you’ll find many 
brands on your grocer’s shelves suitable for your 
pet. Those will be labeled “complete,” meaning 
they are considered nutritionally complete and  
balanced and are acceptable as the sole diet for  
your cat or dog. Dry, canned, and fresh food  
meeting those criteria will have the endorsement  
of the Association of American Feed Control 
Officials printed on the label.  

      
Dogs and cats have different nutritional needs 

that change with their age or life stage (kitten or 
puppy, adult, pregnant, senior). Protein, fat, vita-
mins, minerals, and water are essential to animals 
in varying amounts, and carbohydrates typically are 
added as an energy source. It is important to read 
labels if you are looking for a special diet—your 
veterinarian can also prescribe one—to feed a cat  
or dog with kidney disease, diabetes, or allergies.   

      
Still, dogs and cats can get too much of a good 

thing. Obesity in household pets is rising, with 
studies consistently reporting that more than half 
are overweight. And though those “chonky” cats 
and rotund dogs may look cute, those extra pounds 
contribute to arthritis, heart disease, and diabetes.  
Quality of life is reduced when a cat or dog cannot 
move freely because of pain or weight, and the 
resulting lack of exercise leads to muscle loss and 
declining body condition. To be blunt, obesity is 
likely to reduce your pet’s lifespan. Follow the 
advice of your veterinarian about a weight-loss diet.  

      
Dogs and cats are no different than humans 

when it comes to the importance of diet and exer-
cise. Regular walks and vigorous play contribute to 

fitness by strengthening muscles, promoting flexi-
bility, and enhancing sleep. Games provide mental 
stimulation and boost the connection between an 
animal and his human.   

      
No matter the age or size of your cat or dog, 

the best prescription for health and longevity is a 
proper diet and exercise. That should be easy to 
remember because it’s the best for our readers too! 
 
A winning loss 
      The aptly named Bruiser was meant to be a big 
dog. Just not that big! The Retriever/Labrador mix 
left APL’s shelter in 2020 weighing a svelte 75 
pounds.  Returned four years later, in September 
2024, Bruiser weighed a hefty, and unhealthy  
105 pounds. 

      
“He looked like a sausage on legs,” said shelter 

vet Dr. Cathy Best. Bruiser had a roll of fat over his 
shoulders and another over his hips when he sat 
down. That additional 30 pounds not only ruined 
his hourglass figure but threatened his well-being.  
What to do? Bruiser’s weight-loss plan was no  
different than the one 
most doctors recom-
mend: eat less and 
move more. 

      
After five months, 

Bruiser weighed a healthy  
82 pounds. His ribs,  
no longer hidden under  
a layer of fat, are not 
prominent, but can be 
easily felt and vaguely 
seen, as experts  
recommend. And,  
fortunately for 
Bruiser’s self-esteem, 
he is no longer  
compared to  
a sausage. 

Bruiser is available for 
adoption as of August 1, 

2025. The six-year-old retriever mix knows basic 
commands, is house-broken, well-mannered, and 

enjoys a mix of quiet time and play. Meet him any 
afternoon at the shelter from noon to 5 p.m. 

Meeting your pet’s nutritional needs 
isn’t complicated 

Does this costume make 
me look fat? Bruiser  
was a little more than 
chubby when he was 
returned to APL after 
four years in a home. 
Fortunately, the dog 
wasn’t within earshot 
when APL shelter vet 
Dr. Cathy Best labeled 
him a “sausage.”  
Clearly overweight,  
he had rolls of fat across 
his shoulders and hips. 
Below right: Diet and 
exercise reduced Bruiser’s 
weight to a healthy 
eighty-two pounds.

Obesity in 

household  

pets is rising, 

with studies  

consistently 

reporting that 

more than half 

are overweight.
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Body Condition 
scores—these were 
prepared by the 
Association for Pet 
Obesity Prevention—
are easy-to-use guides 
for determining 
whether a cat or dog 
is obese. A number  
of studies agree that 
half or more cats and 
dogs are overweight 
and obese. 

  

Weight loss  

in dogs  

(and humans) 

typically boils 

down to two 

factors: diet 

and exercise.
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Volunteers honored

Three APL volunteers—Cadence Crolley, 
Andrew Weitzel, and Chris Zaccari— 

were among twenty-four individuals honored  
in April 2025 with Good as Gold Awards.  
They were were recognized for their service to  
the community in an annual ceremony sponsored 
by the University of Illinois-Springfield, Junior 
League of Springfield, and the United Way of 
Central Illinois. 
      All three promote the adoption of APL dogs, 
with Andrew and Cadence taking dogs to offsite 
events and Chris taking photos of our canines 
that are used for adoption listings and social 
media. In addition, Andrew assists with Saturday 
adoptions at PetSmart and Cadence with APL 
fundraisers. Chris, says APL volunteer coordinator 
Carmen, can be found almost every week walking 
dogs in her spare time. 

      
Congratulations and thank you for donating 

your time to enhance the welfare of dogs in  
APL’s care. 

Don’t forget that you can meet APL felines  
 at the Cats’ Pyjamas Café in downtown 

Springfield. Up to a dozen cats awaiting adoption 
reside at the café at any given time. 

      
The café is an important addition to APL’s 

efforts to adopt cats into new homes. It also offers 
cats that are stressed at our shelter the opportunity 
to relax and enjoy a free-roaming environment, 

making them more likely to find homes in a short-
er amount of time. And every cat at the cat café 
makes room in our shelter to rescue more of them. 

      
You’ll find more information about volunteer-

ing, nearby parking, and the current cat occupants 
on the Cats’ Pyjamas’ website, www.spicatpjs.com.   

APL cats available at the Cat Café

Fearful cats that hide in their cages and avoid 
contact with potential adopters, not surprising-

ly, have a hard time finding new 
homes. Raffi was fortunate . . . at 
first. He was adopted in March 
2020 after just ten days in our  
shelter. Unfortunately, he was 
returned by his owner two-and-a-
half-years later citing “skittishness”  
as the reason. 

      
Adjusting to shelter life was 

difficult for Raffi; it usually is for 
cats who have lived in a home. But 
he found an angel, Pat Roller, a 

longtime APL foster caretaker. She fostered Raffi 
in her home for more than two years, from 

December 9, 2022, to February 27, 
2025, the day he went to the Cats’ 
Pyjamas Café. There, he could continue 
to roam freely, as he had at Pat’s. Still the 
transition was hard for him. Standoffish 
at first, slowly, he let his guard down 
with other cats and café guests. 

      
Three-and-a-half-months later, Raffi 

said goodbye to the café when a family 
promised the orange tabby the blissful, 
permanent home he deserves. 

Cat Café a godsend for Raffi

Left to right: Andrew, Chris, Cadence, and APL volunteer 
coordinator Carmen

A good cat who’s  
had bad luck 
She’s done nothing to 
warrant her return to the 
shelter, just the misfortune 
of having nonchalant 
owners. Linda is four 
years old, friendly, and 
would love to be in a 
home again. She’d love to 
meet you. Visit her at 
APL’s shelter. 

“In just over a year, 

we’ve fostered  

nearly 100 cats 

through our café. 

Every single one 

teaches us some-

thing new. While 

the café may feel 

lively at times,  

we work hard to 

provide the right 

balance of stimula-

tion and sanctuary, 

just like a real 

home. Our cats 

always have safe, 

quiet spaces where 

they can retreat 

and reset.” 
Facebook,  

Cat’s Pyjamas Cat Café, 

July 27, 2025

#645 Summer Newsletter.qxp_Newsletter  8/5/25  1:40 PM  Page 8



9TAILS FROM THE FURSIDE / SUMMER 2025

   •  Bleach 
   •   Toilet paper 
   •   Trash bags— 

    39 gal. or larger 

   •   Paper towels 
   •   Dryer sheets 
   •   Distilled water 

 ANIMAL CARE 
   •  Canned cat food (paté style) 
   •  Canned dog food  

(ground style) 
   •  Dry cat and dog food  

(any brand) for our 
Community Pet  
Food Bank 

   •  Pet taxis–all sizes 
 •  Dog and cat toys 
 •  Corrugated cardboard  

cat scratchers  
(order through 
www.stretchandscratch.com  
or www.imperialcat.com/ 
adoptacat.php) 

   •  Clay kitty litter  
(non-clumping) 

   •  Resealable sandwich bags  
(such as Ziploc) 

   •  Resealable gallon bags  
 GIFT CARDS 

 •  Walmart 
 •  Amazon 
 •  Office Depot 

 MISCELLANEOUS 
APL gladly accepts the  
following gently used items 
with no holes, rips, tears,  
or frayed edges.   
•   Bath towels 
•   Washcloths 
•   Hand towels 
•   Dog houses 
•   Wire dog crates 
•   Dog toys and cat toys 
•   Other pet supplies  

(collars, leashes,  
beds, etc.)  

However, for sanitation  
purposes, we cannot accept 
pillows and used cat towers.  

FOOD BANK 
  Your donations of dry food  
for cats and dogs help ensure 
that beloved pets of owners  
on limited incomes get the  
nutrition they need. 

   •   8.5-by-11 copy paper 
   •  Letter-sized manila file 

    folders 
   •   Sticky tack 
 

   •   9-by-12-inch heat  
    laminating pouches 

   •   First-class forever  
    postage stamps

OFFICE SUPPLIES

Ordering from our Amazon and Chewy  
wish lists is easy 
APL has Wish Lists on Amazon and Chewy. For our 
Amazon wish list, go to our website—apl-shelter.org— 
and click on the icon at the top of the page. Finding our 
list on Chewy.com takes a few steps. On their main page, 
click on “Give Back,” then “Donate to a Rescue.” Enter 
“Animal Protective League” in the “Find a Shelter” box  
to access our list. Orders from both lists can be shipped 
directly to APL. Your donations of much-needed items 
conserves funds needed to provide veterinary care to cats 
and dogs. Thanks! 

First-class forever 
 postage stamps are 
  especially needed.

Lawn chemicals dangerous to pets

Americans are fond of green lawns, but the treatments  
   used to make them green too often contain chemicals 

that are harmful to humans and pets.  
Studies over the past two decades have linked the use  

of lawn chemicals, particularly ones containing 2,4-D,  
to lymphoma and bladder cancer in dogs. Significantly,  
the dogs didn’t have to be in direct contact with a treated  
lawn to suffer the effects of exposure because the chemicals  
are carried on the wind to nearby areas.   

 
    2,4-D is used in many apply-it-yourself lawn treatments. 

Avoid those. And re-think your need for a weed-free lawn.  
Such chemicals are a danger to humans, and deadly to insects, 
including such important pollinators as bees and butterflies.   

  
Source: http://thinkaboutnow.com/2017/06/ 

studies-link-canine-cancers-to-lawn-chemicals/

APL was recognized in June 2025 by Best 
Friends Animal Society for operating a no-kill 
shelter. Of course, our shelter has been no-kill—
euthanizing only for suffering or behavior that 
 

threatens the safety people and other animals—for 
decades. We appreciate the opportunity to partner 
with Best Friends to spread lifesaving  
practices throughout the United States

It’s nice to be noticed

CLEANING SUPPLIES

Curious cat left  
an impression.   
While replacing the  
basement floor of the  
100-year-old First 
Church of the Brethren-
Springfield, workers  
found paw prints left  
in the concrete a  
century earlier.
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You might wonder why a spay/neuter clinic 
needs a new dishwasher. The smarty-pants 

answer is, “Because our old one broke.” And 
though you may think that dishwashers belong in 
houses and not in veterinary facilities like APL’s, let 
me assure you that they’re a vital piece of equip-
ment. That’s why we’re asking for donations. 

      
Are we angling to get out of washing our own 

meal and snack dishes? Nope. A dishwasher is one 
of the ways our staff keeps cats and dogs in the 
clinic healthy. With as many as 50 overnight  
animal “guests” that come from other shelters  
and homes, preventing the spread of disease is 
uppermost in our minds. Any sponge used to clean 
dishes already has bacteria hiding in it and then 
picks up more with each dish.  Commercial dish-
waters heat water to a temperature that destroys 
pathogens and bacteria, reducing the opportunity 
for illness to pass from animal to animal via the 
dishes used for food and water. 

Efficiency is 
important 
too. Loading 
a dishwasher 
takes less 
time than 
washing them by 
hand and, in most situations, operating one 
requires less water than handwashing. Not to  
mention that running very hot water from the  
tap makes handling metal dishes difficult, if  
not painful. 

      
The bottom line, of course, is that a dish-

washer is good for both our animals and our staff.  
Using a dishwasher leaves more time for our hands 
to comfort and care for cats and dogs, putting  
the importance of touch just behind our goal  
of keeping animals safe from disease.  

You heard us! Thanks for your ultrasonic 
cleaner donations!

We can’t hear the high-frequency sound waves 
emanating from the clinic’s new ultrasonic 

instrument cleaner, but donors sure heard our plea 
for funds to buy it. More than a dozen animal 
lovers pitched in with generous donations that have 
allowed us to replace our nearly twenty-year-old 

machine. Perhaps we should have played “Taps”  
for that old warhorse, which had dislodged unseen 
contaminants from surgical instruments since the 
clinic’s opening in 2006. Instead, we sing the  
praises of the following donors, who made the  
purchase possible:

Help us get our paws on cat scratchers

C  ats love the cardboard scratchers that we place 
  in their cages and in the shelter’s open 

rooms. And, because we send the scratchers home 
with them at adoption (we’d otherwise discard 
them to prevent cross-contamination), we go 
through a lot of them.  
      Scratchers are both practical and therapeutic, 
providing opportunities to stretch and to learn that 
scratchers are better than furniture. Scratchers also 
help alleviate stress and anxiety. which is important 

in an environment that is sometimes hectic. 

      
Online ordering is easy, and the scratchers  

can be delivered directly to our shelter from these 
two suppliers: 
           http://www.stretchandscratch.com/ 
           http://www.imperialcat.com/adoptacat/ 

      
Thank you for enriching the lives of cats  

in our shelter awaiting adoption. You do make  
a difference! 

Anonymous  
Beth Szillagyi 
Bonnie Decaire Jones 
Carol Koch 
Christie Hovey 

Donna Gunter 
Genevieve Segretto 
Janet Foster 
Jennifer Bartlett 
M. Dutton 

Mary Beth Boysel 
Paul Kotcher 
Sharon & David L. Oehmke 
Shirley Aleguas

Take your  
aluminum,  
brass, copper,  
and old radiators to  
Lake Area Recycling, 
2742 South 6th St., 
Springfield, and ask 
them to credit the 
earnings to APL.  
We appreciate the  
company’s support.

Your aluminum 
and scrap is  
life-saving!  

We could really use . . .  
A commercial dishwasher
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through August 

Mary Addison-Lamb 
Gary Adkins 
Annaelise Anderson 
Michele Anson-Cimarossa 
Kent Argenta 
Oge Arum 
Janet & Doug Bailey 
Ankur Bakshi 
Barbara & Michael Hickey 
Rachel Barker 
Joe Baron 
Jessica Basham 
Ash & Andrew Basso 
Melissa Baugher 
Leah L. Baughman 
Rodney Bazzel 
Bryan Beams 
Cynthia Beatty 
Phil & Mary Beers 
Dennis & Susan Belk 
Gregory Bell 
Paul Bellettini 
William & Carol Bentivegna 
Bill Bentley 
Sandra A. Bergen 
Michelle & James Bertolino 
Sally Betscher 
Lynn Bierma 
Mary C Bjorkback 
Becky Blankenship 
Ronald Botz 
Esther & Michael Bowers 
Kitty Boyce 
Annie Braido 
Donna Branthaver 
Barb Bringle 
Mai Britt 
Gary M Brown 
Peter & Rita Burge 
Helen Calmes 
Peggy Campbell 
Cindy Cantrall 
Lois Carter 
Pamela & Joseph Caruso 
Bonnie & Mark Chandler 
Grace Cheng &  

Alexander Brown 
Jin Hee Chung 
James & Nancy Clark 
J. Erica & William Cody 
Tony & Angie Collings 
Trudy Collins 
Diana Curren 
Tyler Curry 
Jenni Daniels 
Brandon Davis 
Debby & George Davis 
Deborah & Richard Dirksen 
Jena Dold 
Sarah Donnelly 
Becky Dragoo 
Nina Dugger 

Charles Eckert 
Cary & Terrill Eckles 
Linda & Gary Eddington 
LaDonna Edgecomb 
Erin Egolf 
Michael Eimer 
Jenny Elan 
Tina & John Elliot 
Sherry Erickson 
David & Leasa Ewing 
Tony Faggetti 
MaryAnn Fast 
Paula Ferrier 
James Finn 
Flag World (Kenneth 

Oglesby) 
Mike Fortune 
Cathy & Walter Fox 
Clara Franza 
Raymond Fredericks 
Cathy & Kerry Freesen 
Mary Freml 
Gordon J French 
Corrine Frisch 
Katherine Frost 
Tracy & Theodore Galassi 
Marvin & Janet Gallagher 
Chadwick Gaub 
David & Julie Gebhardt 
Alexander Gee 
Kelley Gilbert-Zumwalt 
Tessa Giles 
Joseph & Sarah Glessner 
Jenny Glisson 
Katlyn Goeken 
Patricia Good 
Eli Goodman  
Nancy Gottfried 
Joseph Goulet 
Ronald & Teresa Gregoire 
Katharine Gricevich 
Christopher Haberman 
Susan Hack 
Mary Hackett 
Rhona Hall 
Celeste Hawkins 
Michael & Alice Hayes 
Robyn & Randy Hays 
Brian Heatherton 
Lori Hendrick 
Barbara & John Herbek 
Dennis & Sharon Hiltebrand 
Ronald & Mary Hipsher 
Jeanette Holmberg 
Annie Hopkins 
Mary Hutchison 
Alcinda Jackson 
Amy & Mike Jackson 
Kathryn Jeffers 
Sabina Jennings 
John Douglas & Lynda 

Eyman 

Bob & Lynda Jones 
Reta Jones 
Zoey Jones 
Sally & Doug Keenan 
John & Ronee Kennedy 
Kathleen Kenyon 
Sarah Beth Kiliman 
Charles King Jr 
Michael Kisling 
Julie & Donn Klor 
Gary & Valerie Koch 
Carmen Koches 
Robert Krawczyk 
Jill Krippel 
Deborah Krohe 
Justin Kurfman 
Tamy J Kuzel 
Lawrence & Judith Lafary 
Sharron LaFollette 
Nancy Laird 
Ricky Lanham 
James & Stacey Larson 
Brad & Tara Leininger 
Heather Lenhart 
Heidi & Peter Leu 
Laurel Leuenberger 
Gwen Lewis 
Michael & Nancy Long 
June Ludwig 
Gabriel & Madaline Luhn 
Lynn Luttrell 
Arlene Mackanin 
Beth Maney 
Greg Manfroi 
Patty & Randy Marcolini 
Dale & Myrna Marfell 
Margaret Richard &  

Molly Gray 
Mary Hudgins & Richard 

Schachtsiek 
Michelle McAnarey 
Tara & Bill McAndrew 
Tina McCausland 
Linda McCord 
Joan & Harry McKinney 
Teresa & Jim McLean 
Chris & Kathy Mehuys 
Patricia & Lawrence Melaik 
Paul C. Miedema 
Judi & Jim Miles 
Nova Mizeur 
Autumn & Gregory Moses 
Tony Moyer &  

Dana Cowan-Moyer 
Dan & Yvonne Mueller 
Jeff & Maribel Mueller 
Joanna Murray 
Thomas Neal 
Judy Neff 
Justin Negro 
Christine Neuman 
Jennifer Nichelson 

Luann Nicolosi 
Janice Nobbe 
Kendra Onnen 
Gunes Ozyurt 
Pate Trucking 
Dorothy Patton 
Mark & Suzanne Pettyjohn 
Betty Pfaffl 
Gilbert Pritchett 
Thom Pritchett 
Randy Sullivan’s  

Training Center 
Daniel Rappaport 
Ken Rausch 
Joseph Reese 
Gary & Jeana Reinbold 
Paula & Kenneth Reveal 
Tad Rice 
Amy Richey 
Chris Richey 
Pat Richey 
Mike & Lori Roate 
Connie Roberts 
Samantha & Pat Roesch 
Sonja Rogers 
Jonathan & Marsha Rohrer 
Blake & Sarah Ross 
Nina & Edward Rossini 
Rebecca Rowe 
Christina Roy 
Linda Runles 
Lynne Rynders 

Anna Sakach 
Elena Samoilova 
Nichromelt San Diego 
Amy Schmidt 
Steve & Nancy Schnake 
Connie Schneider 
Evelyn Schumacher 
Virginia Self 
Kathryn Seymore 
Robert Shaefer 
Darren & Diane Siltman 
Grazia Silvestro 
Denise Simon 
Pam Simpson 
Kathleen Smalley 
Carrie Smith 
Donna Smith 
Mark Sommer 
Val Sommer 
Kim Spiegel Thayer 
Dean & Deborah Spindler 
Deb Stahl 
James Stewart 
Tamara & Donald Stewart 
Sarah Stone 
Barbara Stults 
Mark & Michelle K. Sullivan 
Aaron & Catherine Szerletich 
Claire Cooper Tapscott 
Rebecca Taylor 
Mary Theyssen 
 

George Thomas &  
Deb Bonner 

Jim Thompson & Sandra 
Easdale Thompson 

Suzanne Traylor 
Diane Treat 
Lisa Trone 
Sheryl Turpin 
John Valtierra 
Cynthia VanEtten 
Lauren Vogt 
Larry & Patricia Wade 
Veronica & Micah Walk 
Richard & Lorine Wallin 
Donna Walters 
Julie Wargo 
Claudia Warren 
Charlene Wasilewski 
Karen Weidhuner 
Therese Weitekamp Martin 
Ashley Welker 
Sandy Wemple 
Sam & Kathleen Wheeler 
Karen Wood 
Sharon Wunder 
Daniel Yuhas 
Brad Zehr 

through May 31, 2025
Thanks to our monthly donors

          Return to:   Animal Protective League 
Attn: Deana Corbin 
1001 Taintor Road 
Springfield, IL 62702-1766 

n Yes! I want to donate to APL  
using automatic withdrawal 

Please clip or copy this form and return it to address on this form.  
Name ____________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________________ 

State__________________________ Zip _______________  

Phone ___________________________________________ 

Email ________________________________________   
n Please make a monthly deduction  

from my checking account 
n $100    n $50    n $25    n $10 
n Other______ (please, not less than $5) 
On the   n 1st    n 10th    n 25th of each month  

n I am enclosing a blank check marked VOID.  
APL cannot process your donation without it.   

Signature_________________________________________  
n Please make a monthly charge 

to my credit card 
 n $100    n $50    n $25    n $10 

n Other______ (please, not less than $5) 

Name on card_____________________________________ 

 n Visa    n Discover    n MasterCard     

n  Exp. Date ______  

Card number _____________________________________

Security code (3-digit code on back of card) ___________ 

Signature_________________________________________  

4

Monthly donors provide APL with    
   a steady source of income that 

ensures every sick or injured dog and  
cat that comes through our doors gets  
a chance at life and health. 

       
Donate through a credit card or 

checking account. To get started, com-
plete the form, or download it from our 
 website—www.apl-shelter.org/monthly- 
  giving—and send it to APL at the 
     address on the form. Thanks! 

Donate monthly to help cats 
                     and dogs 
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Foster homes essential to lifesaving

We’re deep into kitten season, and the vulner-
able furballs that come to us as strays and-

from animal controls need you. They need safe, 
loving temporary caretakers, sometimes just for a 
week or two. And if you have a heart for dogs, take 
one of our larger dogs needing rest while being 
treated for heartworms, recovering from illness or 
injury, or feeling stressed in the shelter. 

      
How long and how often you foster is up to 

you. Even a week away from the shelter can do 
wonders for a dog who needs a break from the nor-
mal noises of living in a doggy dorm. And  kittens 
grow so quickly that in just a few weeks you can 
watch them transform from dependent fluff balls to 
fearless little tigers ready to take on the world. 
 

      
Don’t forget. When you take a foster animal 

into your home, you make it possible for APL to 
save more cats and dogs than we can in our shelter 
alone. And should you take a dog or cat that needs 
a place to rest and recuperate, you are making 
room for the shelter to save another one that might 
otherwise languish at an animal-control facility at 
risk for euthanasia. 

       
A week of your life can make  

a life-saving difference for a cat  
or dog! You may complete an  
application online at  
www.apl-shelter.org/foster-a-pet  
or contact the foster care  
coordinator at  
aplfoster@apl-shelter.org.

Do us and yourself a favor . . . Volunteer!

Did you know that volunteering is good  
for your health? Studies have shown that  

volunteering has physical and mental health bene-
fits, including decreased depression and lower 
blood pressure.   

      
As an APL volunteer you can interact with  

animals, people, or both! You can choose to help 
with such everyday tasks at the shelter as doing 
laundry, cleaning, and walking dogs, or assist with 
events off-site, including fundraisers and adoptions 
at area businesses. If you’re not a hot weather  
person, take a look on APL’s website for ways  
to help without leaving your home! 

      
For your convenience, volunteer orientation  

is now online. View a 26-minute that introduces 
APL’s mission and goals. Those who wish to walk 
dogs undergo an additional hour of training to 
ensure the safety of both dogs and handlers.    

      
Check out what opportunities await you, and 

sign up for orientation at www.apl-shelter.org/vol-
unteer. The link to the video will be sent to you.   

If you require an in-person orientation, contact  
our volunteer coordinator, Carmen, by email at  
volunteer@apl-shelter.org or phone 217.544.7387 
ext. 227. 

      
Don’t wait to feel better!   

You don’t have to leave home to help animals.  These cage 
curtains, which offer a sense of security for frightened cats, 
were sewn by volunteers.

ANIMAL PROTECTIVE LEAGUE12

Rounding up is an easy way to donate to APL, 
  and all those less-than-one-dollar donations 

add up to make a big difference. To start, grab your 
credit and debit cards, go to APL’s website, and set 
up your account. You may link multiple cards!   

      
Receipts are provided for tax purposes, and  

participants may cancel at any time. Frequent card 
users will likely exceed the $9.99 per month mini-
mum. If not, the amount will be rounded up to $10, 
meaning if you’ve accumulated $8.78 through your 
purchases, an additional $1.22 will be added so that 
your total donation is $10.  

Round up your credit and debit purchases 
to help cats and dogs 

One of the benefits 
of fostering . . .  
Cute kittens 
like these

Shelly

Jeremiah

Puddin

Shrimp

Bamboo
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13TAILS FROM THE FURSIDE / SUMMER 2025

Your planned gift is a promise to help the most vulnerable cats 
and dogs. Ones that have been abandoned, neglected, and abused . . .  
are sick and injured . . . or surrendered to animal-control facilities  
where they may face euthanasia.  

Your support will help ensure that funds will be available in the 
future to ensure the welfare of cats and dogs. 
Give the gift of life and love to the neediest animals in the  
following ways:  

 Make an estate gift—either a specific dollar amount  
or a percentage of your estate—to APL.   

 Designate APL as the beneficiary of an insurance  
policy, annuity, trust, or retirement plan assets.  

Talk to us about defining your legacy of love for animals,  
and then consult an attorney or financial planner for guidance in making  
a planned gift. For additional information, email ahaven@apl-shelter.org  
or phone 217.544.7387. 

Thinking about your legacy?  
Make it one that 
helps cats and dogs 
with a planned gift 
to the Animal  
Protective League 

In her five years at APL’s shelter, Gabbi has 
 worked everywhere but the front office. She  

has been a kennel attendant, a “float” who provided 
another set of hands when needed in any area of 
the shelter, and a caretaker decked out in protective 
gear in isolation areas housing cats and dogs with 
such communicable ailments as ringworm,  
panleukopenia, and parvo. Those experiences, 
Gabbi says, prepared her for the role of veterinary  
assistant—serving as the right hand of shelter  
veterinarian Dr. Cathy Best. 
      Gabbi’s everyday work as vet assistant  
includes holding animals for exams and injections, 
keeping treatment records, assisting in surgery,  
and performing dental cleanings on cats and dogs. 
And then there are the emergencies—injured strays 
(usually hit by a vehicle), pyometra (bacterial  
infection of the womb) and “blocked” cats and 
dogs who are unable to urinate, the latter two 
requiring prompt, lifesaving surgery. While  
animals are in surgery, Gabbi monitors their vitals, 
administers fluids, draws up drugs, and provides  
an extra hand when Dr. Best says, “Hold this.”  
      Does Gabbi find assisting in surgery difficult? 
She reports “almost passing out” while assisting 
with a leg amputation for the first time. Now,  
she says, she tolerates surgical procedures “as  
long as there’s not a lot of blood.” 

      A high school 
service-learning 
opportunity first 
brought Gabbi to 
APL, in July 2020. 
At the time,  
when she and 
other Springfield 
students were  
taking online  
classes to avoid the 
spread of Covid, Gabbi was happy to spend time  
in the shelter taking photographs of cats and dogs 
to promote them on APL’s website. Despite aller-
gies, she adopted the first cat she photographed!  
After graduation, Gabbi was hired as a kennel 
attendant, caring for and walking dogs. As she 
became more familiar with shelter work, Gabbi  
was cross-trained in other areas. 
      Just four months into her position of veteri-
nary assistant at the time of her April interview, 
Gabbi still has a lot to learn.  She’s in no hurry to 
move on, and despite her experience and love for 
cats and dogs, she doesn’t intend to enter veterinary 
school. So, for her now, spending five days a week 
working with animals is just right. 

Gabbi’s still learning after five years with APL

STAFFSPOTLIGHT

Veterinary assistant Gabbi 
comforts two-year-old 
Toast, who arrived at the 
shelter with wounds on his 
legs in late July.  
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Please make checks payable to APL and mail to 1001 Taintor Rd., Springfield, IL 
62702. Credit card payments accepted at the shelter and online at  
www.apl-shelter.org.

I want to be a Pen Pal and help APL animals! 
Here's my order:  
I want to sponsor the following: □  $100 cat cage  □  $100 outdoor dog run  □  $250 dog kennel  □  $1,000 room 
 
Please engrave the plate (cat cage, outdoor dog run,  
of dog kennel) with the following name/brief message    

Your name (please print)  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Phone _______________________ Email  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Current Cage & Kennel Sponsors

Current Room Sponsors 

In honor of APL animals, staff and volunteers  
F. Lucille Foster  

Thank you to room sponsor   
Kathy Giannangelo   

In memory of Glinnis and Charles (Bud) Holler 
 Their family   

In honor of our Newbury Neighbors 
 Royce & Linda Reed  

Meredith & the Mahoney Cat Team  
 (cat cage)  
In memory of Dan Malensky (cat cage) 
       R.K. Rees  
In memory of Lil Bun (cat cage) 
       Sue & Steve Arnish   

Miss and love you Zaty, always  
and forever (dog run) 
       Sherry Smock   
In memory of Pepper Louise, Jenny Lyn  
& Mistletoe (cat cage) 
       Larry & Linda Smith   
In memory of Margie, our sweet little  
APL adoptee (cat cage) 
       Larry & Linda Smith   
In memory of Sasha & TaylorBelle  
(dog run) 
       Matt & Kendra Yociss 
 

In memory of Peggy Dean (cat cage) 
       Ronald Dean   
In memory of Moonbeam, our cat  
(cat cage) 
       Thomas & Ellen Robinson   
Thank you to sponsor (cat cage) 
       Linda Kauffman   
In memory of Mattie & Sasha (dog run) 
       William & Pamela Andrew  
Sandy White, who loves furbabies  
finding great homes! (cat cage) 
       Sandy White  
In memory of Hershey & Duffy  
(dog kennel) 
       Christie Hovey   

T his special donation program recognizes donors  
 with a plaque or an engraved metal plate that is 

displayed for one year. The plate (size is approximately 
4-by-1-inch) is affixed to a cat cage ($100), outdoor 
dog run ($100), or indoor kennel ($250). Room spon-
sors ($1,000) are acknowledged with a 5-by-7-inch 
plaque. Brief messages, typically beginning “In honor 
of” or “In memory of” typically may be included.   

      
To order, use the form here (or copy it), or find it 

on our website: www.apl-shelter.org. Questions?  
Contact info@apl-shelter.org, or call 217.544.7387. 

Current Cage & Kennel Sponsors
through July 31, 2025

Pen Pal donations 
acknowledged with 
plate or plaque

UPCOMINGEVENTS
Mobile Adoption Unit at Petco, 2721 Veterans Pkwy 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . first Saturday of every month 

Adoptions at PetSmart, 3183 Veterans Pkwy 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Saturdays & Sundays 
APL Get Your Licks on Route 66 at PetSmart,  
     3183 S. Veterans Pkwy., 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 18 
Adopt Joy Adoption at PetSmart, 3183 S. Veterans Pkwy 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 27 
APL Blessing of the Animals at APL shelter, 3 p.m. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 5 

Boo Bark Howloween at APL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 18 
APL Chili Supper & Paw Paw Patch Bazaar at Columbian 
     Grand Hall, 2200 S. Meadowbrook Rd., 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 26 
Pictures with Santa, time/location TBA . . . . . . . . . . November 8 
Fall “Addams Family” Trivia Night at Columbian 
     Grand Hall, 2200 S. Meadowbrook Rd., 7 to 10 p.m.  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 14 
Giving Tree Donation Drive at multiple local participating 
businesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 23 to December 31

Pen Pal donors 
help APL care  
for adult dogs  

like Bryce.

through July 31, 2025
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15TAILS FROM THE FURSIDE / SUMMER 2025

February 1 — May 31, 2025
MEMORIALSANDSPECIALNOTICES

Donations  
$1000+  
Alfred & Shirley Aleguas 
Bank of Springfield 
Jennifer &  
   Cornelius Bartlett 
Best Friends Animal 
    Society 
Ruth Robert Trust  
Cambio Communities 
Capital City Baseball  
Clint & Holly Kassube 
Community Shares of 
Illinois 
Cuddly  
Philip & Sandra Denotto 
Paul & Cheryle Downs 
M. Dutton 
Fifth Generation  
   DBA Tito’s 
Cathy & Kerry Freesen 
Girls Scout Troop 6288 
Donna Gunter 
Heartland Credit Union 

Christie Hovey 
Jane Hay Real Estate  
   Sales & Staging  
Jennifer Sellers  
   Insurance Agency  
Dennis & Diane  
   Jessica McEvoy 
Lyle & Cherrilyn Johnson 
King's Daughters 
Organization 
George & Brenda Kistler 
Melvin Kuntemeier 
Sharron LaFollette 
Levi, Ray & Shoup 
Mary Hudgins  
    & Richard Schachtsiek 
National Philanthropic  
    Trust 
Mary Oakman 
Petco Love 
Brenda Poston 
Thom Pritchett 
Joseph Reese 
Sally Sedlak Vaughan 

IRRV Char Trust 
Val Sommer 
Evelyn & Richard Taylor 
Teamsters Local Union 
    No. 916 
Bruce & Donna Thomas 
Robin & James Watts 
Sandy Wemple  
 
Donations  
$500 – $999 
500-999 
American Central 
Insurance Agency 
Laura Arterburn 
Rachel Barker 
Lalah & Tadd Baumann 
Lindsay Bentivegna 
Robert Brouse 
Jerome & Diane Casper 
Department of 
Interactive Media 
Linda Distlehorst 
Jeanette &  
    George Ealey 
Pollyanne & Donald 
Edwards 
Brigitte Franzen 
Frontline 
Gartner 
Eli Goodman  
Martha Hawley 
Barbara & John Herbek 
Donald & Gayle 
Highley 
Horace Mann 
Daniel & Helen 
Jackson 
Jessica Jacobs 
Gary & Valerie Koch 
Linda Lauwerens 
Kristin Wagner 

Joan & Harry 
McKinney 
Judy Mills 
Nicole Pacheco 
Donald &  
   Carol Phillips 
Raising Cane’s 
Lawrence Rieth 
Bill & Carole Roberts 
Gina Roccaforte 
Solomon Colors 
Kevin &  
   Donna Spurlock 
Aaron &  
   Catherine Szerletich 
Marcia Terry 
Jim Thompson & 
   Sandra Easdale 
Thompson 
Thrivent Financial 
University of Illinois 
Vancil Murphy  
   Funeral Home 
Ladonna Wallace 
Randy Winchester 
Jacquelyn Wolford 
 
Donations  
$250 – $499 
AT & T Illinois 
Bando Entertainment 
Joe Baron 
Jessica Basham 
Bryan Beams 
David & Joyce Beeler 
Dennis & Susan Belk 
Susan Bell 
Bruce & Michelle 

Bennett 
Ronald Botz 
Scott Brawner 
 

Cynthia Butler & Brian 
Dale Workman 

Brian & Patsy Capps 
Paul Carlson 
Caterpillar Foundation 
   Matching Gifts 
Donna Crouse 
Diane Dailey 
Danenberger Family 
   Vineyard 
Carole Davis 
Edward Denniss 
Die Hard Games 
John & Mary 
   Diefenback 
Mary Donley 
Sarah Donnelly 
Pollyanne &  

   Donald Edwards 
Julie Ely 
Mr & Mrs James Filler 
Fine Finishes 
   Incorporated 
Laura Gaddy 
Chadwick Gaub 
Nancy Gottfried 
Mary Jo Haven 
David & Marcia Heaps 
Joyce Kazmierski 
Matt Kennedy 
Corinne Kircher 
Carol Koch 
Gary & Valerie Koch 
Tamy J Kuzel 
James & Stacey Larson 
Barbara Laughlin 
Lynn Luttrell 
Charles & Tracey Maras 
Patty & Randy 
   Marcolini 
Margaret Richard  
   & Molly Gray 

 
Charles & Denise 
   McClung 
Joan & Harry 
   McKinney 
Jeff & Maribel Mueller 
Joanna Murray 
Beverly Neisler 
Nica Pickrel &  
   Noah Zumwalt 
Gunes Ozyurt 
Nicole Pacheco 
Peaceful Tails End  
   of Life Vet 
Carrie Podlinsek 
Shelly Ray 
Paula & Kenneth 
   Reveal 
Mike & Lori Roate 
Melissa Roeder 
Janet Rosentreter 
Mark Sommer 
Edward Stasiewicz 
Amanda Stevenson 
Tails to Remember  
   Pet Services, Inc 
Thomas Plumbing 
Lisa Trone 
United Way of  
   Central Illinois 
John Valtierra 
Veronica & Micah Walk 
Richard & Lorine 
   Wallin 
Jane & John 
   Wiesenmeyer 
David & Donna 
   Williamson 
Randy Winchester 
Sharon Wunder 

APL’SVALUABLEDONORS Donations February 1 —  
May 31, 2025

Bequests from wills/estates  
received by APL  

The Animal Protective League was the grateful 
recipient of special bequests from wills/estates 

of the following people. APL is honored to have 
earned the trust of these donors, and will use the 
funds to protect and provide for needy animals as 
was their wish.          Wills/Estates 
     

Estate of Burma Jones 
Estate of Janice L. Palmer 
Estate of Marian  
   Tomlinson 

Estate of  
    Patricia Downey

In memory of Judith 
Hunley Ackerman 

 Nona Harrison Long 
 Lynn King 

In memory of  
Marcy Ashby 

 Donna Curtner 
 Sharon & Brian 

Turk 
In memory  
of Lee Bacon 

 Brian & Yvonne 
Bronke 

In memory of 
Charlaine Tweedie 
Barker 

 Carrie Ward 
In memory of  
Nancy Bartolomucci 

 Mark & Sara 
Bartolimucci 

In memory  
of Ella Berry 

 Larry & Linda Blum 

 Carey & Elizabeth   
McVickers 

 Miriam Zentz 
 Debra & Greg 

Pellegrini 
 Jim Vangeison 
 Jane & Rich Blanton 

In memory of  
Margaret Bjarno 

 Donna Curtner 
In memory  
of Mary Blanco 

 Debbie Jemison 
 Evan Meyers 

In memory of  
Suzanne Bless 

 Randall Kincaid 
 Sharon Millburg 

In memory of  
Less Boucher  

 Bob Erffmeyer 
 Carol Edwards 
  

Chris Rogers 

 Patrick &  
Marsha Jaeggi 

 Joseph & Marilyn 
Mueller 

 Alison Williams 
 William & Sandra 

Bruington 
In memory  
of Jean Braye 

 Judith Mohler 
In memory of  
Mable Burchett 

 Cindy Day 
 Larry Patterson 
 Don & Joyce Kelley 
 Katharine Helder 
 National Association 

of Letter Carriers 
 Abraham Lincoln 

Branch 80 
In memory of  
Judith “Judi” Castelletti 

 Mike Castelletti    
 

In memory of 
Gloria Clark 

 Ronald & Denise 
Caldwell 

 Lucy, Jimmie, 
Braxton, Jolene, 
Brian,  

 and Kelly Clark 
 Kathy Carnduff 

In memory  
of Rex Clouse 

 Alice & Donald 
Stark 

In memory of  
Claudia Connelly  

 Jan Persinger 
In memory of  
Cecelia Connerton 

 Patrice Green 
In memory of  
Brenda Dalby 

 Wanda Goldsby 
 Donald & Luan 

Davis 

 Brenda Sidener 
 Robin Kincaid 
 Twyla Guthrie 
 Eleanor Mack 
 Sharon & Brian 

Turk 
 Barbara Kunzweiler 

& Renee Cerutti 
 Cathy Allen 
 Teri Dambacher 
 Lorraine Painter 
 June Call 
 Nancy &  

Michael Burk 
 James &  

Linda Cox 
 Susan Gordon 
 Marian Pruitt 
 Richard Freimuth 
 Dixie Gollstein 
 Carolyn Adams 
 E. Poje 

 
 

In memory of  
Robin Dowis 

 Joe & Marla Pisarek 
In memory of  
Nancy Dunkus 

 Don Gayman 
 Leah Lookabaugh 
 Thomas &  

Kathryn Cox 
 Margaret Goone 
 Heidi & Mark 

Darow 
 Troy & Eleanor 

Glenn 
 Allen & Karla 

Kuizin 
 John & Yvonne 

Zumstein 
 Doug & Kim Fields 

In memory of  
Marilyn Earleywine 

 Katherine Ryan 
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In memory of  
Virginia Edson 

 LLCC Board  
of Trustees,  

 President, Faculty  
& Staff 

 John Wiesenmeyer- 
 Seasons Under  

the Oaks 
In memory of  
Abigail Edwards 

 Donald & Polly 
Anne Edwards 

 Bob Jones 
In memory  
of Joyce Engle 

 CEFCU 
In memory  
of Tom Fletcher 

 Barbara Fletcher 
In memory of  
Leo Gene Fore 

 Michael &  
Robin Riggs 

 Fred & Sue Rossi 
 Dennis &  

Marilyn Lawler 
In memory  
of Carol Fulk 

 Mark Koster 
In memory of  
Jeanine Frank 

 Stuart &  
Carrol Miller 

In memory  
of Cindy Gantt 

 Lillian Beams 
 SEIU Local #15 
 Roofers Local 112 
 Dave & Gwen 

Puckett 
 Bonita Killen 
 Michael &  

Delores Lee 
 John Nicks 

In memory of  
Dorothy Gacek 

 Matt & Sara 
 Peterson 
Kurt, Amanda,  
Camden, Zelda, 
Brighton,  
 Katherine & 

Cardon Walenga 
In memory of  
Janice Garbin 

 Gina Campbell 
In memory of  
Maurie Garretson 

 Shirley McAdams 
 Troxell Financial 
 Mary Moody 
 Ross Raspopovich- 
 Gift of Hope 

In memory of  
Grace Gerber 

 Tami Tanner 
 Michael & Pam 

Corrigan 
 Beth Fullington 
 Kathryn Patrick 
 Cartwright & 

Walberts Families 
 Mary Vignali 

 
In memory of  
Linda Gillison 

 Judith Mohler 
In memory of  
Roy Gortney 

 Janet Headen 
In memory of Pat Gum 

 Jeff & Debbie Krick 
 Rachelle Leamon 
 Ann McCurley 
 Tami Tanner 
 Roger Gum 
 Chuckie 

In memory  
of Penny Hall 

 Susan White 
 Jack & Karen 

Williamson 
 Carolyn McGeath 
 Thomas & Helen 

Appleton 
 Mary Beth Windsor 
 Joseph & Beverly 

Neisler 
 Ruth Ann Coatney 
 Richard & Emily 

Hahn 
 Dana Hines 
 Donna Curtner 
 Michael Bornmann 

In memory  
of Lisa Hanson 

 Brad Jackson 
 Rebecca Patterson 
 Angela Collier 
 Susan Rainey 
 Amy Crowdson 
 Carol Gifford 
 Nan Wynn 
 Tracey Boyce 

In memory of 
Kimberly Herr 

 Jean Winn 
 Dave Sowers 

In memory of  
Margie Higgason 

 David Marlett 
In memory of  
Walt Hoyt, Jr.   

 David & Kayla 
O’Brien 

 Doris & Thomas 
Garrett 

In memory of  
Gary Hubbard 

 Dorothy Kissick 
 Todd & Susan Lutz 
 Grouch & Family 

Limback 
 Patty Downey Cox 
 Don & Valerie 

Dobbelgire & 
Family 

 Judy Marsh 
 Bev & Jim 

Cummings 
In memory of  
Norma (Jeanie) Hunter 

 Mary & James 
Daugherty 

 Norman & Cheryl 
Diehl 

 
 

In memory of 
Christopher Johnson 

 Mary Boyer 
 Boyd Family 
 Lisa Kamp 
 Jennifer Bartlett 
 Mark & Annette 

Bottrell 
 Diane & David 

Carter 
 Danny & Cheri 

Gieseke 
In memory of  
Evelyn Johnson 

 William Maxey 
 Scott & Ruth 

Andrews 
 Damery Cousins 

In memory of  
Sylvia Kemner 

 Tracey Maras 
In memory of  
Cecil Kennedy 

 Lawrence Wassell 
In memory of  
Jim Kienzler 

 Brian Kotylak & 
Rose Tarvin 

In memory of  
William & Aldona 
Klutnick for their 
birthdays  

 K. Suzanne Tin 
In memory of  
Delores L. Knox 

 Terri Knox 
In memory of  
Cody Kother 

 Nicki & David 
Yemm 

In memory of  
Larry Larson 

 Jerome & Diane 
Casper 

In memory of  
Terry Lawson  

 Alec Ramsay-Smith 
 David & Cindi 

Hitchcock 
In memory of  
JoAnn Lester 

 Linda Pitchers 
In memory of  
Penny Lorenzini 

 Linda Lorenzini 
In memory of  
Richard Lucas 

 Veronica 
Michalewicz 

In memory of  
Michael John May 

 David & Judith 
Smysor 

In memory of  
Katie McGowan 

 Barbara Hughes 
 Donna Ortman 
 Pam McClelland 
 Karen Camp 
 Louise Matheny 

In memory of  
Mary Kathryn 
McGuire 

 Kelly Cunningham 
Jacob 

 

In memory  
of Ada Melton 

 Mona & John Powell 
 National Assoc. of 

Letter Carriers 
 Abraham Lincoln 

Branch 80 
In memory of  
Bonnie Vogt &  
Alice Miller 

 Claudia Nash 
In memory  
of Dave Miller 

 Debbie & Gary Dom 
 Julie Dixon 
 Jean Zang 

In memory of  
Diana Lynn  
Davison Miller 

 Dave VanAllen 
In memory of  
Kay Morrow 

 Durr Law Office, 
P.C. 

 David & Lauren 
Niepert 

 Patti Crouch 
 Lynn Perkins 
 Terry Epley 

In memory  
of Russ Nation 

 Kristy Sabo 
 William Kinner 
 Wendy Nation 
 Lynn Vanesse 
 Rita & Kevin Schultz 

In memory  
of Cheryl Neal 

 Luke & Patricia 
Gleason 

 Gary & Jill Main 
 Thomas Neal 

In memory of  
Arlen Ray Nelson 

 Larry Patterson 
In memory  
of BJ Oberline 

 Katherine & Louis 
Calvetti 

In memory of  
Karin O’Brien 

 Matthew & Ruth 
Mentel 

 K. Suzanne Tin 
 Maggie & Darrell 

Schaver 
 Tina Kern 
 Jill Morman 
 Bradley Smith 
 Alisa & Kyle 

Blumhorst 
 Connie Roberts 
 Michelle Brown 
 Tina Newman 
 Rick & Karen S. 

In memory of  
Kathryn O’Connor 

 Terry Moody 
In memory of  
Thomas Paoni 

 Dera Cottengaim 
 Jennifer Newell 

In memory of  
Terry Pederson 

 Kathleen Hughes 
 

In memory of  
Charlene Phillips 

 Juanita Brown 
 James Smith 

In memory of  
Thomas Poston 

 Brenda Poston 
In memory  
of Eva Reilly 

 James & Sandra 
Turner 

 Ronald & Cheryl 
Fafoglia 

In memory of  
Honora Rieth 

 Lawrence E. Rieth 
In memory of  
Jordan Ristau 

 Valarie Patterson 
 Amy Lynn 
 Frontline Co. 
 Melody Wassell 
 Jay & Melani Brooks 

& Family 
 Department of 

Interactive Media 
 Connie Piper 
 Pat Hurley 
 Zana Dahlkamp 
 Crystal Moser 
 Benjamin Roth  

& Family 
In memory  
of Barb Sage 

 Thomas &  
Diane Spitz 

In memory of  
Lillian Saluska 

 Tiffany Skeen 
In memory of  
John Henry Schnell 

 Troxell Financial 
 Kevin & Becky 

Hampton 
 Levent & Gia 

Ozyurt 
 Marcia Franklin 
 Karen & James Vost 

In memory of  
Daun Schone 

 Denise McClung 
 ILSTO ePay & IL 

Funds Team 
 Monica Harvatin 
 Candi Moore 
 Jane Scobbie 

In memory of  
Judy Schuller 

 Jill E. Scheller 
In memory of  
Beth Sommer  

 Jan Persinger 
In memory of Chelsie 
Marie Sonneborn 

 Paul & Karen Kinser 
 Rescue Heart Animal 

Hospital 
In memory of  
Thomas Sonneborn 

 Janet & Ray Ogden 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In memory  
of Art Spiegel 

 Trinity Lutheran 
School— 
Class of 1925 

In memory of  
Nancy McCann-Stone 

 Kathy McCauley 
 James Milburn 
 Amber Barnhart 
 Robert & Rhonda 

Berberet 
In memory of  
Valerie Strayer 

 Gerald & Sandra 
Kirbach 

In memory of  
Marian Tomlinson 

 Georgia Kulavic 
In memory of  
Mary Carol Tucker 

 Scott Brawner 
In memory of  
Daniel Turner 

 Marilyn Raney 
 Mary & Mick 

Addison-Lamb 
In memory  
of Tom Uzzo 

 Linda Ric 
 Illinois State Credit 

Union 
 Audrey Soglin 
 Jill Scheller 
 Janet Bandy 
 Kim Demichiel 
 Lisa Schnell 
 John & Catherine 

Dreier 
 Patricia Hodges 
 Robert & Martha 

Hillmer 
 Leslie Dickson 
 Collette & James 

Vonderhaar 
 Ronald & Teresa 

Williams 
 Michael & Joan 

Vonderhaar 
 Larry & Ronda 

Ellinger 
 Judith & James Miles 
 Jay & Brenda 

Hamann 
In memory  
of Robert Veara 

 Robert Sill 
 Karen Little 
 Trails End Ranch 
 Edith & James 

Sausaman 
 James Sausaman 
 Rick & Deborah 

Beck 
 Toby McDaniel 
 Arlene & Robert 

Barewin 
 Ronald &  

Deborah Bailey 
In memory  
of Bonnie Vogt 

 Claudia Nash 
 
 
 
 

Memorials — continued from page 15
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17TAILS FROM THE FURSIDE / SUMMER 2025

Edie Family Charitable 
    Fund and Deborah 

Edie for securing grants 
at Schwab Charitable 

Levi, Ray and Shoup, Inc. 
    for the proceeds from 

casual days 
Estate of Ida Mae 
    Dirksen for much 

needed kitten food 
First Cumberland  
    Presbyterian for  

continuing to support 
APL with generous 
donations 

Central Illinois  
    Mustangers for the  

proceeds from their 
50/50 raffle winners, 
Michael and Lori Roate 

 
 
 

4-H group and the 
    Ransdells for a gener-

ous donation 
The Hitchcock Co.  
    for donating 8 large  

aluminum Kuranda  
dog beds  

Brit Pics Photography  
    for reducing the cost of 

her photographs of 
APL’s dogs at the 
Pawnee 5K 

Fat Ass 5K & Street Party 
    for Charity for choos-

ing APL as a recipient 
of proceeds from  
the race 

Learning Nook Summer  
    Camp for touring APL 
 
 
 
 

Springfield Rotary 
    Foundation for a  

generous grant towards 
APL’s pet food bank 

Rochester Lions Club  
    for inviting an APL 

speaker to its meeting 
Hanson Professional 
    Services for a donation 

drive benefiting APL 
and for volunteering  
a day at the shelter  

Two Men and a Truck  
    for a donation of dog 

cages, carriers, sheets, 
blankets, and  
other items 

Prairie State Bank  
    & Trust for a donation 

of dog and cat food, 
treats, litter, and  
other items 

 

Springfield Clinic for  
    a donation of linen, 

towels, blankets,  
and sheets 

Orthopedic Center of Ill. 
    for a donation of 

syringes, needles,  
and medications 

Ruby & Ripp Harmon  
    for a monetary donation  
Kathy Calvetti for a  
    monetary donation,  

dog food, and treats 
Carley Shull for a  
    monetary donation 
Turasky’s Meats for  
    providing a generous 

donation of treats to 
our dogs 

Robin Kindernay for 
    many hours dedicated 

to TNR projects 
 

Barbara Herbek for  
    being a door greeter at 

the clinic, helping with 
paperwork, and filling 
in while the clinic office 
was short-staffed 

Five Star Veterinary  
    Center for the donation 

of a pulse oximeter  
and medical supplies 

Marie Ross for donating  
    a centrifuge and  

EKG machine 
Paul (Rocki) Nawrocki  
    of The Morning Show 

for weekly featuring 
APL’s Pet of the Week 
on WNNS Radio 

Sarah Smerz and WDBR 
    Radio for hosting a 

monthly feature of  
APL events and  
adoptable animals 

SPECIALTHANKSTO...

I 
W
t

 
In memory of  
Brent Willman 

 Chris Reynolds 
 James & Diana Love 
 Kim Thein 

 
 

 
In memory of  
Virginia Winkelmann  

 Suzanne & Giovanni 
Colombo 

 
 
 

In memory of  
Jeremy Young 

 Mary Beth Young 
In memory of  
Janet Lynn Woodward 

 James Zara 
 Amma Fanale 

 
 

In memory of  
Patricia Yeates 

 Nicole & Steven Roos 
 
 

 
 
 
 

In memory of  
Robert L. Wilson, Jr. 

 Debbie Quinn & 
Family 

 Kaylee Hall 
 Gina & James Swehla 
 National Assoc. of 

Letters Carriers  
Br. 80 

Memorials — continued from page 16

Gifts to APL in memory of beloved pets

Lucy, treasured pet of 
Kathy & Scott Timm 

 Linda Norbut Suits 
Gracie, beloved pet  
of Joelyn Taylor 

 Alice Cooler 
Coco, cherished pet  
of Becca Ramirez  

 Christopher Ramirez 
Bella, beloved dog  
of Carol Bedini 

 Carolyn Camille 
All my previous  
fur babies 

 Daniel Baker 
Skeeter, dearly loved 
cat of Bob “Pops,” 
Dolly & John Paul 
Smith  

 Brenda M. Anderson 
Bubba, faithful and 
much-loved cat of 
Carla Jones 

 Jeryn, Kate & 
Donnie 

 Cathy Powell  
Midnight, cherished 
pet of Denise Simon 

 Debra Dickson 
Murphy, beloved  
dog of Cheryl and  
Karl Lercher 

 Nancy Flood-
Golembeck & 
Edward Golembeck 

 

Boo, treasured pet  
of Jan Kluckman 

 James Bryans 
Probie, our dearly loved 
yellow Lab 

 Gregory O’Connor  
& Carol Tenyak 
O’Connor 

Winnie, beloved,  
supportive dog  

 Linda Distlehorst 
Wiggles, cherished pet  

 Paul Carlson 
Allie, deeply  
loved black Lab  
of Dan Conner 

 Karen Downey & 
Aaron Bowman 

Frankie, cherished  
dog of Pete Ross 

 Frances Gatlin 
Chalupa Batman, 
beloved bunny  
of Susy Cabrera 

 APL Friends 
Miss, dearly loved  
pet of Nan &  
Charlie Baker 

 Deb & David Hill 
Doc, treasured pet  
of Lisa & Rich Egger 

 Deb & David Hill 
 
 
 
 

Dandy, deeply loved 
pup of Jerry & Betty 
LeSeure 

 Diane M. Cape 
Wolf, beloved pet 

 Debbie Maras 
Missy, cherished terrier  

 Sharon &  
Robert Wells 

Bentley, treasured dog 
of John Adelman & 
Gloria Deatherage 

 Linda White 
Zoey, beloved  
APL foster cat 

 Nancy Groesch 
Tigger, dearly loved 
dog of Judith Hunley 

 Lynn King 
Lacee Lynn, much 
loved pet of Lee and 
Shelly Bryant 

 Melissa Strickler 
Tabitha, treasured pet 
of Mike & Becky 
Doerfler 

 Emmy Klunick   
Scarlett, my  
beloved pet 

 Debra G. Holt 
Walter (Wally),  
wonderful and precious 
dog of Lauren & 
Andrew Cavanaugh 

 Sally Godbey & 
Family 

Shaylee Sims, deeply 
loved Dog of Dogs  

 Roy Sims & Beth 
Szillagyi 

Happy, beloved dog of 
Patricia Le Comte who 
now has joined her 

 John Lupton & 
Kathleen LeComte 

Bella, my sweet girl 
 Dinah Gray 

Melody, treasured cat 
of Alicia Prenosil and 
Family  

 APL Family  
Eugene and Tina, 
beloved cats of  
Sarah Moore 

 Deana Corbin & 
APL Family 

Smokey, dog loved 
with all our hearts  

 Brigitte Hoffman      
Treasured animals  
who have crossed the 
rainbow bridge: Leah, 
Jordan, Maddie, Tigger, 
Max, Scooter, Corky, 
Bear, Bella, Darby, 
Asia, Scratch, French  
& Cappy 

 Lazell Family 
Mazie, four-legged 
buddy 

 Mike Castelletti 
 

Lexi, beloved dog  
of Debra Wells 

 Judith Mohler 
Winston, cherished  
cat of Beverly Knous 
and the late Jeffrey T. 
Knous 

 Judy Everson 
In memory of AJ 

 James Lambert 
In memory of Martin 

 Donna Becker 
In memory of Boo 

 Kevin & Rita Schultz 
In memory of Lexi 

 Dave Crabtree 
In memory of Riley 

 Sarah Lawhorn 
In memory of Gracie 

 Brenda Heck 
In memory of Sadie 
& Bonnie 

 Nancy Kirk 
In memory of Baxter 

 Jo Ellen Higgins 
In memory of Hagrid 

 Linda Johnston 
In memory  
of Marganne 

 Bill & Maureen 
Woodrum 

In memory of Sammy 
 Dave & Sue 

Lazarides 
 
 

In memory  
of Dixie May 

 Breanna Bradley 
In memory of Boo 

 Lou & Cindy Auxier 
In memory of Frankie 

 Ron & Vickie Cook 
In memory of Chica 

 Patrick Hurley 
In memory of Hannah 

 Deb & Fred Hahn 
In memory of Sudana 

 Alice Christensen 
In memory of Oreo 

 Creed Huff 
In memory of Lexie 

 Linda Andrews & 
Claudia Nash 

In memory of Jasper 
 Debbie Wolff 

In memory of 
Hamrietta, beloved 
hamster of Meara Gretl 

 Deana Corbin 
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WICS Newschannel 20 
    production staff and 

midday anchors 
Mark Hespen, 
Alexandria 
Rayford, and Nick 
Patrick for hosting 
APL’s Pet of the  
Week segment  

Mike Williams 
    Plumbing, 

Heating, Air 
Conditioner & 
Sewer for their 
ongoing Unclog for 
Dogs fundraising 
campaign for  
APL animals 

Kimber Linderman, 
    Kaylee Linderman,  

and the 2024 
Pawnee Prairie 
Days Queens for 
organizing their 
own APL 5K Walk 
fundraiser and for 
collecting food 
donations for  
APL animals 

Jamie Toole, Melanie 
    McKeown, and the 

Springfield Lucky 
Horseshoes 
Baseball Team  
for featuring APL 
and honoring  
Dr. Speck’s lifetime 
of work, as well as 
his service in the 
United States 82nd 
Airborne by having 
him throw out the 
 

first pitch of the 
game during Pack 
the Park Night 

Lincoln Land 
    Community 

College 
IV Leaguers Nurses 
Club for hosting a 
donation drive for 
APL 

Brady Schroeder-State 
    Farm Insurance  

for hosting their 
Quotes for a Cause 
fundraiser for APL 

Locals Bar & 
    Restaurant 

(Pawnee) for host-
ing Riding for the 
Animals and Kids—
a UTV Run 
fundraiser for APL 

Levitt AMP 
    Springfield Music 

Series for hosting 
APL’s informational 
booth during the 
Thursday night 
downtown  
concert series 

Ace Hardware on  
    Wabash Ave. for 

hosting the 2025 
APL JV Car Wash 

Henson Robinson  
    Zoo for inviting 

APL to its 2025  
Dr. Doolittle Day 

lllinois Representative  
    Mike Coffey for 

hosting an APL 
adoption and spon-
soring multiple 

adoptions at the 
event, and Papa 
Frank’s for provid-
ing the venue 

Tito’s Handmade  
    Vodka for their 

ongoing support 
and sponsorship  
of Yappy Hour 
fundraisers 

Kirlin-Egan & Butler  
    Funeral Home for 

ongoing support 
Joe Blankenship  
    of Dog Class 

Professional Dog 
Training for his 
hard work and  
support for the  
dogs at APL  

Jane Hay Sales and  
    Staging for holding 

their own moving 
sale and donating 
the proceeds to APL 

Nate Shephard of  
    Rediscover Your 

Dog for supporting 
the training of  
APL dogs  

Christy Freeman,  
    Jeff Williams, and 

DIM Art House  
for organizing the 
APL/DIM Art 
House Gallery Show 

Scoop Du Jour,  
    Chatham, for  

hosting the 
APL/DIM Art 
House Gallery Show 

 
 

Win, Lose, or  
    Draught for  

hosting a Celebrity 
Bartender fundrais-
ing event for APL 

PetSmart on Veterans 
    Parkway for hosting 

weekly adoption 
events with APL 

Petco on Veterans 
    Parkway for hosting 

first Saturday of  
the month  
adoption events 
with APL 

Wolf Creek Farms  
    for the beautiful 

Mother’s Day  
petunias and  
donation of  
extra flowers 

Pat Hembd for golf 
    cart maintenance 
Sam’s Club for a  
    donation of  

dog food 
Amelia Stealey for  
    a donation in lieu  

of birthday gifts 
Joan Kinzer for a  
    donation of money 

and towels 
Girl Scout Troop, 
    6288—Carley, 

Kinley, Shiloh, 
Rylan, and Sophie 
for making and  
selling bracelets  
and donating the 
proceeds to APL 

 
 
 

Judy Mills for medical 
    accessories and  

generous monetary 
donation 

Iles School for  
    animal toys 
Hope Presbyterian  
    for many, many 

bags of dog and  
cat food 

Ill. State Police, 
    Office of the 

Director for pet 
food, treats,  
and toys 

Capital Area Career  
    Center for cat  

and dog food  
and blankets 

Women with 
    Missions-Trinity 

Lutheran Church 
for their continued 
support 

Eli Goodman for  
    a generous gift card 

and gifts for staff 
Sacred Heart-Griffin 
    Key Club for 

reusable cloths  
and dog toys 

SIU Neurology 
    Department  

for medical and  
cleaning supplies 

Mia Stephens in lieu 
    of birthday gifts 
Peggy Mason for  
    large dog stroller 
Michael Carroll for  
    a large donation of 

dog and cat food  
to our foodbank 

Mary Anne Smith  
    and King’s 

Daughters for  
pill bottles 

Pleasant Plains 
    Elementary School 

for dog and cat 
essentials and toys 

Pack 38 Webelos Den 
    for pet food, toys, 

and linens 
Kathy Germeraad  
    for a generous  

donation 
Don & Charlene  
    Moser for a dona-

tion in lieu of a gift 
for Sheila Albright’s 
birthday 

John & Pat Kennedy  
    for donating a spe-

cial dog crate 
Simply Fair for  
    donating proceeds 

from an event 
Kyle Lazell for  
    a generous donation 

to APL’s foodbank 
Mary Keen in honor  
    of Vaida Keen’s 

entry into  
high school 

Donations in honor  
    of Michael 

Tuchmann’s  
retirement 

Cassie & Jeff Langley  
    for donations in 

memory of Lilly 

Special Thanks — continued from page 17

 

 

APL thanks all who helped make the 3rd Annual 
APL Dueling Pianos fundraiser asuccess: Presenting 
Sponsor: Levi, Ray & Shoup, Inc.; Platinum 
Sponsor: Tito’s Handmade Vodka; Silver Sponsors: 
Bank of Springfield, Raising Cane’s Chicken 
Fingers, and Fine Finishes Inc. For generous dona-
tions to the silent auction: Danenberger Family 
Vineyards, Springfield Lucky Horseshoes, Gyros 
Stop, Penny Lane, Sky Zone Trampoline Park, 
Pease’s at Bunn Gourmet, Gypsy Soul, Indigo 
Restaurant, Moxie Massage, Spammy’s, Portillo’s 
Bella Boutique, 1st and 3rd Boutique and Wine 
Bar, Bella Milano, The Rail Golf Course, Fire & 
Ale, Village Tea Room, Cooper’s Hawk, 
Reimaginations by Peggy, All About Wine, 
Malibu Jack’s, Willow and Birch, and Car Wash 
City. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped 
staff the event. 

APL thanks everyone who supported the Annual 
Upscale Collectible Sale and made it a successful 
fundraiser: Stuff It Storage for Sponsoring the event. 
Route 66 Motorheads Bar and Grill, Taco Gringo, 
Scoop Du Jour, George Ranks, The Stadium 
Smokehouse Bar and Grill, The Curve Inn, and Silver 
7’s Gaming Pub and Parlor for sponsoring lunches for 
APL Volunteers. Krispy Kreme (Monroe St.) for daily 

donating donuts to APL volunteers. County Market 
(Chatham), County Market (Dirksen Pkwy.), County 
Market (Carpenter St.), and Harvest Market for 
donating milk crates for use at the sale. Meijer for 
donating shopping carts to the sale. A Special Thank 
You to ALL Volunteers who donated their time to staff 
the event. 

ANIMAL PROTECTIVE LEAGUE18

Amelia posed with the 
donations for APL that 
she requested in lieu  
of birthday gifts.  
We thank her for  
her generosity.

Cammie  
used her  
talents to  
help APL.  
She made 
hoodies,  
sold them at 
school, and 
used the 
money to  
purchase  
supplies for 
our cats  
and dogs.
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Special Thanks — continued from page 18
Available  
for  
adoption

Got a car, truck, motorcycle, boat, or RV that you’d like  
  to donate to help our cats and dogs? You don’t have to  

drive or tow it to a dealer! APL will take the vehicle off your hands 
and use the money to support our shelter operations. Donors  
will need a clear title to the vehicle and car keys. Vehicle donors 
incur no expenses—even for vehicles that are no longer in  
driving condition. 
      For additional information, call APL at 217.544.7387. 

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE  
   to benefit APL  

Secure your legacy with FreeWill

Check out a free online resource that guides 
 users through the creation of an estate plan.  

FreeWill is available no matter who you wish to 
name as a beneficiary. If you wish to help dogs and 
cats, though, consider naming the Animal 
Protective League a recipient of estate funds. 

      
Users of FreeWill can create their estate plan in 

as little as twenty minutes. Your information will 

not be sold to businesses or other organizations.  
And FreeWill really is free! 

      
Make your legacy one that  

improves the lives of dogs and 
cats. Start today at 
www.freewill.com/apl,  
or scan the QR code.

 APL thanks everyone who contributed to the success of 
its Spring “Lilo & Stitch” Trivia Night: Title 
Sponsor: Vancil-Murphy Funeral Home; Co-Sponsor 
and for donating merchandise for the Best Decorated 
Table prize; Tito’s Handmade Vodka; Co-Sponsors: 
Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers, R. Watts Electric 
Inc., American Central Insurance, and Bank of 
Springfield; Round Sponsors: Bank of Springfield, 
Premier Vision Center, Curry’s Family Pharmacy, 
Gyros Stop, Scoop Du Jour, Tails to Remember, 
First Church of the Brethren, Die Hard Games, and 
Peaceful Tails End-of-Life Veterinary Care. Special 
thanks to our In-kind Sponsor Peases’s at Bunn 

Gourmet for donating special prize round gift baskets 
of candy to each member of the winning team, and 
Mike Fortune and 13 Stripes Live Edge Furniture for 
crafting a cherry wood end table for the silent auction. 
Big Steve Michaels, Project Manager Rochester School 
District, Paul (Rocki) Nawrocki, WNNS Radio, 
Sarah Smerz, WDBR radio, and Emily Watts, 
President of the Springfield Zoo Society for being 
celebrity judges. Linda Gudgel and the Columbian 
Grand Hall Staff for helping with setup and service. 
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with setup 
and tear down and worked the event.

 APL thanks everyone who participated in and support-
ed the 2025 APL Donuts and Dogs 5K and Fun 
Run: Water Station Sponsor: Jenifer Sellers-State 
Farm; Costume Contest Sponsors: Heartland Credit 
Union and Bank of Springfield; T-shirt Sponsors: R 
Watts Electric Inc., American Central Insurance, 
Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers, Maribis of 
Springfield, Peaceful Tails End-Of-Life Veterinary 
Care, Moxie Massage, Johnson & Johnson Auto 
Service Center, and Treasures for Tails. Also: Sally 

Tavender for creating the 5K starting-line balloon 
arch; Katie Mendenhall Wilson and Butler Funeral 
Homes for donating bottled water to the event; and 
Mel-O-Cream for donating donuts to all the partici-
pants. Thank you to Big Jake’s Dog Treats and 
Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers for donating prize 
baskets to race winners. Thanks to Mabel Fleck 
Photography for donating her time to take photos of 
the event. Thank you to all the Volunteers who 
helped set up and tear down the event.

Athena

Jagger

Boone

She loves toys and human 
company, a great combina-
tion for her favorite game 
of fetch! Three-year-old 
Athena has done well in 
playgroups, although she 
prefers to watch if she has 
a place to settle next to  
a human

Four-year-old Boone is  
an outdoorsy dog. He loves 
going for walks, basking  
in the sun, and generally 
hanging out in the  
sunshine. Take him on 
adventures with you! 
 

He’s a distinguished senior 
dog who enjoys a balance 
of action and leisure.  
Jagger is a charmer who 
thrives with a human 
nearby and, when alone, 
does best in a crate  
surrounded by toys. 
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                Arie is a gentle eight-year-old 
who would flourish in the comfort of a  
loving home. Moving from a home to the 
shelter has been stressful for her. A bit shy, 
she’d love a quiet home with a patient 
owner to give her time to relax. She lived 
with other cats before she was surrendered 
to APL, and we think she’d like to have a 
feline companion again.

ARIE

AVAILABLEFORADOPTION

Check out these great cats and dogs—and lots of others—any afternoon from noon to 5 p.m. at APL’s shelter,  
1001 Taintor Road, north of the Illinois State Fairgrounds.

                                     This black-and-
white charmer was saved from life as a stray, 
and after many months in our shelter she 
could use another break. At nearly four-years-
old, Buttercup knows what she likes (some-
times it’s attention, sometimes solitude) and 
doesn’t like (a lot of activity). Come meet her 
at the shelter, talk to her, and consider taking 
her home. She’d love a quiet place with you.

BUTTERCUP

                                       Five-year-old 
Philomena is a delightful mix of affection, 
curiosity, and playfulness. She loves to curl 
up on a person’s lap but is also content to 
lounge nearby. Philomena likes to take 
stock of her surroundings by sniffing every 
corner and crack. When not exploring, 
you can find her batting around small  
toys until she’s ready for rest.

SHELTER HOURS 
Office hours: 8:30-11 a.m. and 
noon-5 p.m. every day  
Visit animals by appointment  
noon-5 p.m. every day  
SHELTER PHONE:   217.544.7387  
APL WEB SITE:  
www.apl-shelter.org  
APL SHELTER EMAIL ADDRESS 
info@apl-shelter.org  
Interested in adopting? To begin the 
adoption process, please complete the 
online adoption application. The office 
will follow up with an appointment time.  

PHILOMENA SLIM                 Looking for a gentle, loyal compan-
ion with just the right balance of independence 
and affection? Meet Slim, a sweet two-year-old 
lab mix who has won the hearts of shelter staff 
with his easygoing personality and big smile. 
Slim loves being around people—he’ll happily 
sit by your side for some quiet company. 
Whether it’s a game of fetch, a sniff-filled walk, 
or just a peaceful afternoon lounging in the 
yard, Slim is content doing it all. 

PETAL

             The aptly named Pep is a fun-loving 
three-year-old who is always ready to play. 
Whether he’s romping around in playgroups 
with other dogs or showing off his impressive 
tricks—sit, shake, and drop it—Pep is always 
the life of the party. This goofy and active boy 
would thrive with an adopter who will take 
him on plenty of walks and engage in lots  
of play.

PEP

                     Petal is a playful, smart, and 
spunky two-year-old who packs a lot of per-
sonality into her forty-pound frame. Petal lives 
for playtime. She’s independent, athletic, and 
always up for a game but is especially fond of 
toys. Her absolute favorite thing in the world? 
Tug-of-war with her beloved stuffed toys. She 
already knows how to sit and is eager to learn 
more. Petal is in a foster home. Call APL to 
set up an appointment to meet her. 
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